INVESTIGATIVE REPORT: 

SUBMITTED TO: 

This report pertains to an investigation of 

CWGC Canadian Aqencv 

the identification of the burial location, or 

66 Slater Street 

headstone markings, of a member of the 

Suite 1707 

Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) 

Ottawa Ontario Canada K1 A 0P4 

during the Great War 1 914-1921 . 

Att: Dominique Boulais 


Report Date: 4 October 2016 





Reason for Submission: (“X” means purpose of the report) 




Casualty Identification: 


Burial Information: 




Confirmed Identity 

X 

Burial Location Identified 

X 



Most Probable Identity 


Grave Stone Correction 




Questionable Identity 


Grave Records Correction 




Incorrect Identity 


Request for CWGC Details 




Christie Case File 

X 

Other 



Supporting Documents: (# refers to attachment number; T information provided) 


Casualty Identification: 


Burial Information: 




Clayton, Edward Reginald 

i 

Tyne Cot Cemetery 

link 



85 th Battalion 

i 

West-Vlaanderen, Belgium 

i 



Captain 

i 

Plot 16 Row A Grave 4 

i 



30 October 1917 

link 

Exhumation 10-12-1919 

i 



Attestation Papers 

n/a 

Cemetery Schematic 

link 



Service Record 

link 

Graves Registration Report 

7 



Circumstance of Death 

1 

Concentration of Grave 

8 



CEF Canada Register 

2 

Headstone Register 

9 



War Diary Extract(s) 

3 

Casualty Spreadsheet 




Area Map(s) 

4 

Trench Map Exhumation 




Trench Map(s) 

5 

Grave Stone Photograph 




Possible Candidates List 

6 

Grave Stone Inscription 




Excluded Candidates List 


Memorial Inscription/Photo 

10 



Other 


Reporting and Review 

11 


Summary of Findings: 





The Graves Registration Report form for Plot 16 Row A Grave 4 lists an Unknown 
Canadian Captain of the 85 th Battalion. The identification of this Officer is reported by 
Norm Christie in Sacred Places, Volume 1 Paqe 198 (CEF Books). It appears that the 
author did not file an official report on this case. Our independent investigation has 
confirmed the findings as reported. The only Captain that meets all the criteria is 
Captain Edward Reginald Clayton, “C” Coy, 85 th Battalion CEF. 
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Details of Findings: 

The findings are conclusive that the remains in Plot 1 6 Row A Grave 4 are those of 
Captain Edward Reginald Clayton who was commanding “C” Company of the 85 th 
Infantry Battalion when he was killed in the advance on Vienna Cottage on 30 October 
1917. 

The findings are based on the following: 

1 . The Circumstance of Death report for Captain Edward Reginald Clayton states 
that he was killed in action in the attack south of Passchendaele on 30 October 
1917 (Attachment #1). 

2. The E-123 War Graves Register records that Captain Clayton was killed in action 
on 30 October 1917 and that there was no information as to his burial a late as 2 
October 1922. As such, his name was inscribed on the Menin Gate Memorial 
(Attachment #2). 

3. The War Diary of the 85 th Canadian Infantry Battalion provides details of the 
operation southwest of Passchendaele during which Captain Clayton was killed. 
There is a specific reference in the war diary of the death of Captain Clayton 
commanding “C” Company. His death is reported in the initial phase of the attack 
as the company pushed forward. It is reported that the men “had hardly gotten 
clear of the tapes before they were met with heavy machine gun and rifle fire 
from the direction of the enemy front line all along our front and from a portion of 
Decline Copse south of the railway, and from machine guns in the vicinity of 

D. 18. a. 8. 6” (Attachment #3). 

4. The location of the 85 th Battalion is shown in the vicinity of Vienna Cottage and 
north of Decline Copse, as referenced in the War Diary noted above. This is as 
detailed in the extract of Map 9 from Nicholson’s “Official History of the Canadian 
Army - Canadian Expeditionary Force 1914-1919” (Attachment #4). 

5. The precise location of the death of Captain Clayton is noted on a period trench 
map of the area covering the green square in the area map. For reference, the 
village of Tyne Cot is at 28.D.17.a.2.1, Decline Copse is at 28.D.18.7.6 and 
Vienna Cottage is at 28.D.1 2.2.1. The enemy fire that killed Captain Clayton 
would have been coming from the northeast in Sector 28.D.12 and from the 
southeast in Sector 28.D.18. Captain Clayton would have been killed near the 
front lines in Sector 28.D.16 (Attachment #5). 

6. A review of the database of the CWGC that has been assembled for all 
individuals listed on the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial shows Captain Clayton of 
the 85 th Canadian Infantry Battalion. He is the only Captain of that battalion that 
is reported not to have a known grave. As such, there are no other candidates for 
the remains identified in Plot 16 Row A Grave 4 (Attachment #6). 

7. The Graves Registration Report from the CWGC archives states clearly that the 
remains in Plot 16 Row A Grave 4 are those of an Unknown Canadian Captain of 
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the 85 th Battalion. The correction of the battalion from the 83 rd to 85 th is 
confirmed, as the 83 rd Battalion did not serve as an active unit. Also reported on 
the GRRF are Private Horobin #147385 (H.Q. Runner) of the 78 th Battalion and 
Private Leslie #133253 (Brigade Runner), reported incorrectly as 13 th Battalion 
as he was also 85 th Battalion with Captain Clayton (Attachment #7). The 78 th 
Battalion was on the left flank (north) of the 85 th Battalion when Private Horobin 
was KIA on 30 October 1917. 

8. The Concentrations of Graves (Exhumations and Reburials - Burial Return 
shows that Horobin, Leslie and the Unknown Captain were all exhumed from the 
same location at the grid reference 28.D.16.b.60.30 {Attachment #8). The finding 
of Leslie in the same location is confirmation of the presence of the 85 th Battalion 
at that location. The exhumation location, as plotted on a trench map of the area 
shows the men to be where they would have been expected to have been 
recovered. Battalion Headquarters was at 28.D.16.d.5.5 and moved forward to 
28.D.17.b.25.80. 

9. The Comprehensive Report of Headstone Inscriptions from the CWGC archives 
does not record any entry for Plot 16 Row A Grave 4. It does, however, show that 
the entry for Private Leslie was amended to read 85 th Bn. Canadian Infantry 
{Attachment #9). The entries for the Unknown British Soldiers in 16.A.1 and 

16. A. 14, as well as the Unknown Australian Soldier in 16. A. 9 are also blank. 


Action Required: 

The “Investigative Report” has been prepared in accordance with the procedures and 
criteria set out by the CWGC, should they wish to make any changes to the 
commemoration details (Attachment #10). 

As noted previously, the identification of the remains of Captain Clayton have previously 
been reported by Norm Christie. It is our belief that a formal report of these findings was 
not submitted at that time. Our independent review of the case agrees with the findings 
of Mr. Christie. 

The evidence is conclusive that the remains in Plot 1 6 Row A Grave 4 in the Tyne Cot 
Cemetery are those of Captain Edward Reginald Clayton of the 85 th Infantry Battalion, 
killed in action on 30 October 1917 in the area southwest of Passchendaele, Belgium. 
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ATTACHMENT #1 


Ancestry.com. Canada, War Graves Registers (Circumstances of Casualty), 1914-1948 [database on- 
line! . Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010. Original data: War Graves Registry: 
Circumstances of Death Records . Record Group 150, 1992-1993/314, Boxes 145-238. Library and 
Archives Canada. Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. War Graves Ledger Books. RG 150, 1992-93/314, vols. 
239-302. Library and Archives Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. 
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ATTACHMENT #2 


Ancestry.com. Canada, CEF Commonwealth War Graves Registers, 1914-1919 [database on-line] , 
Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010. Original data: War Graves Registry: 
Circumstances of Death Records ; (RG1 50, 1992-1993/314, Boxes 39-144); Library and Archives 
Canada, Ottawa, Ontario. 
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ATTACHMENT #3 


Library and Archives Canada: War Diaries of the First World War. Available as (1) ArchivaNet: On-Line 
Research Tool , or (2) War Diaries of the First World War . 


“.tor i'.'i.mdereon, O.e jeoorid-lit-Jor -uni, reported r.t Hrltn. 
Hdirro thnt t la .numbly hfd been nacceerfuU? aom»loted. and Jle- 
oucaad altli Uta Comrwirtlnr officer the oanlble wayo In vihloh thi 
'temnre Company ( m l“ Co* p any) ilrhl bn uteri florins tha attack. m tor 
utrienson'n lnntniotlann ware thnt If, or t ho ettaoV durelo ed. It 
beeatn orident to him thnt n portion of tr« f.dvsnoc needud uceletaneo 
at onoe »nd that tha delay In aor mlartlrvr trie to ‘inttn. rid<jT«. 

'•too lit -irejaniol a! to tha auoooee of t)n bnoretlcn, ho .no st 

liberty to threw In one or too ilntoene or hlo r hole Coi piety. 7hg 
Bo i' audio* Offloar told hiri tfcist ho find nboslute confidence in hln 
Judgment and would taka fall run gullibility for whateror notion ho 
■lrht tnJre. It mi pointed owt that at the orltJaol ooiiant of on 
at took reinfo roorontu thnt nrriTort at onoe were a hundred tli.ee norm 
reluabl thnn thou# which night nrrl to tan i lnatae later* Major 
inderson amreaaed hlo n proral of tho inatmotlono th"t ha rewired, 
and It *m pointed ont that It was not deelred to inKWO t" Con □any 
anleoe absolutely neoeeoniy, an It mm honed to uso it to re pal tla 
ocunt«r-attuoke which were ox aotad^Mntha vlelnlty of mu, 13 CtHTRAL. 

*or the al t nek tha Co <p.nloa mro aliened on tho tnnee aa 
follow* I* 

"a- nor any - In Dree "eroei Ko.B lntoon on tha left or the 
front »«re «nd half of Bo. 6 on the rluht. o. 7 i lntoon be- 
hind a. a, v. It>. the n»oen half of :k>.6 on the rl hi. behind 
t'e first half of Uo.S. Mo. h ,'l • tonn ’(ir «<• the ronorra nad 
third mi. 

"C* car -any - In two wevoej Nou.9 4 XO in froat fro i rl»ht to 
left. noonri mere, oo.ll * IB, fro. rt.ht to left) both 
»»»« In t’o lines, 

"A" con -nny - Ir, three war##; l'o.4 1 toon In froat, o.ft nert, 

and - in thn third ware - r*oe,E d i, fro.-, rirht to loft. 

i » 

It oro hour the firet uounfl hoard rraa the trtipida maohlne 
inuia. un thle, ml PoyunluB pished for art. Vhov ha) nnrfly 
rettan aloar of the tadea before thoy mere riot b hoary ao Ino- ita 
and rifle 1 1 a fror tla dlraction of the enemy front line all tho 
way aiony oar front ioi.l fro* a ortlon of ICOUHS CvrtiK south of t>. 
.lailvay, and fror. maohtna puna In the vicinity of L.lO.a.tJ.6. 
fllaii Ofl'loera at onoe baootre onJiaoltlte. inoludlnp two or Die Conn* y 
Con nndare. I C B pt .Penalty, euarjwndlnp "A* Company, art c Capt .Clayton, 
eonmmilln* *0" Conpaayl. both of vho* rare lmitaatly klllad. 

Thle onhino-mn nad rine fire wo tn.-ir.,' place while oui 
barrage wao au> poeed to be playing an the onomy'p front line. 1* r# 
vaa a oontlnnnna Mi#«t of i.othlnt run bullete. uni It la tlio o 1 Ion 
of ail who took oart la tha at tank that the flrot b&rroKo on the 
until iln'o froat van aot only eery ilpht, ml that Tory little. If 
any, of it fall on oar aid# or on tho onaey'o trench, 

The three Companion advanoed, nrorldin* their 0 '»n oororini 
fire '1th rl fle-nronadea, Lawn anna and rifle fire until they had 
naaned o»r old front llan. Than, In iio .'r.n'e land a florae fire 
flpht took nlaoo. Tho rear varan .nud>od ur end rot their Lawle 
runr Into Mttpn, while the rifla-rreiiDdlere bnrrered the enemy >e 
fronOlne, ’ hloli :-no quite erldent and oauld plainly be uaen, 
etronrt.' fsunno^ by tho onany. Tho line nan drawn oloner and oleeer 
to the enemy by the non Jumpier from shall- 'ole to nhell-hole, bet 
anyone who attwpnteri to walk nprlrht lnetantly beouae e oanualty. 

T' or# -ere terarnl inetnnoeu of thle, one, In particular, be inn 
;«rrt. htaton, of Co.iFXinr, whe o rear' to hln feat, vmnid hln 
area orrr hln heed, uhouted : "Couw on. *4* Cor 'any ', rnde ril root lor 
tha neet of iiaohfne-ininn In front - imiri fell dead. 

ft# rlro flrht co 'tinned for, eoae nay ten nientaa, and i'One 
any, half cn hour. njor Andernon, ho une In oot'iuei i of the 
<tes«rv# Coo-any, "hloh ran now In the old Trent line, r&dro ln- 
i: treat loan to hln two pint one on the left fai Rat ranRy to roln- 
foro«. Iio lunionally led then) end Mother olutoon, v, hloh enn in 

the vlulnl ty of Oen any*. i„ft on Ue o n Inltutlro 
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ATTACHMENT #4 


Official History of the Canadian Army in the First World War. Canadian Expeditionary Force 1 91 4-1 91 9. 
Col. G. W. L. Nicholson. Queens Printer and Controller of Stationary. Ottawa Canada 1962. (Nicholson 
Matrix Utility Digital Source by the Canadian Expeditionary Force Study Group). 
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ATTACHMENT #5 


The National Archives British Trench Map Atlas .Passchendaele Edition 9A Map wo297_0721 
Trenches Corrected 5 December 1917. Naval and Military Press, Uckfield, West Sussex, United 
Kingdom. 
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ATTACHMENT #6 


Spreadsheet of CEF Captains on Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial prepared by Richard Laughton. 
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CYRIL KNOX BARROW CKB 11-11-17 2 Captain 7th Bn. 28.C.28.b Wieitie after Passchendaele 


ATTACHMENT #7 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Graves Registration Report Form. 
http://archive.cloud.cwqc.org/archive/doc/doc1 833661 .JPG 


comprehensive: report. 


r \ ' GRAVES REGISTRATION REPORT jfcORM. 

D. A. D.C.R.&.E. Central Sub-Pi strict. NO. 5,.Dj strict . 

REPORT No. 5 1 SCHEDULE No' 

COMMUNE: 1^j|C HENDAELE . 

PLACE OF BURIAL 


Army Form W. 3372. 


TYNE COT BRITISH CEMETERY 

Documents Certified, 

Map Reference g^gg*, 28.D.17. a.00.25, 

Maj or . , 

D. A.D.G.R/.&.E.Cgjjjtral Sub-District. 
NO. 5. District. 


The 
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ATTACHMENT #8 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Concentration of Graves (Exhumations and Reburials) Burial 
Return, http://archive.cloud.cwqc.org/archive/doc/doc21 55491 .JPG 
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ATTACHMENT #9 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Comprehensive Report of Headstone Inscriptions. 
http://archive.cloud.cwqc.org/archive/doc/doc1862763.JPG 


No. of Contract dated. 

Name and Address of Firm. 

r 


ftotpcvfal Mitar OUviuu'o Commission. 

COMPREHENSIVE REPORT (A) OF HEADSTONE INSCRIPTIONS 
to this report is attached 

COMPREHENSIVE REPORT (B) HEADSTONE TEXTS 
(those headstones to be inscribed with texts are underlined) 
and 

TWO STANDARD LAYOUTS (the layouts to be used are quoted on the badge design). 


Schedule “A” Pag® 
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headstones below ground level 
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<*) (*> 
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PRIVATE P.H. 
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1202/lA 
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PRIVATE H. 
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30TH OCTOBER 
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ATTACHMENT #10 


Memorial Inscription at Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial. Canadian Virtual War Memorial 

http://www.veterans.qc.ca/enq/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war- 

memorial/detail/922878?Edward%20Reqinald%20Clavton 
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ATTACHMENT #11 


This “Reporting and RevieW’ attachment is provided to assist all parties in the submission of an 
investigative report related to the identification of the burial location, or headstone markings, of a 
member of the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) during the Great War 1 91 4-1921 . The 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) receives a copy of this report in the event 
they wish to make changes to the commemoration details. In order to alter the records, the 
CWGC has set out their criteria for the procedure and submission of cases for review, as 
detailed below. The CWGC is under no obligation to make changes based on a report. 


Procedure: 

All new identification cases need to be 
assessed in the first instance by the 
Canadian Agency (CA) and submissions 
should go to their office directly. After an 
initial assessment, if the Agency feels that the 
case is compelling, they will then pass all the 
documentation to the Commemorations Team 
at the Commission's Flead Office. Head Office 
will then review the case and inform the CA of 
their findings. The Canadian authorities will 
then decide whether or not any changes to 
the arrangements for commemoration are 
required and inform the Commission 
accordingly. 


Guideline Criteria for Submission: 

Cases need to present clear and convincing 
evidence to prove the identity of a casualty 
and must not be based on assumption or 
speculation. The Commission's 
Commemoration Team will also consider 
whether the findings of a better informed 
contemporary investigation are being revisited 
and if there is any new evidence to consider. 
By way of example, it is unlikely that the 
Commission would support a revision of the 
arrangements for the commemoration where 
it is apparent that no new evidence is being 
presented and, a better informed previous 
decision is being revisited some 100 years 
later. 


The following have participated in the preparation, review and submission of this report on a 
voluntary basis. Those noted below have read the investigative report and compared it to the 
criteria set out by the CWGC, as a guiding principle, and have agreed to have their name 
included as part of the review team. The CWGC may contact any of the reviewers at the e-mail 
address provided below. 


Name 

Affiliation 

E-mail 

Contribution 

Richard Laughton 

Private Researcher 

LMC Great War Research Company 

rlauahton(a)lauahton.ca 

Report Author 








Reviewer 




Reviewer 




Reviewer 




Reviewer 


Note: 

As reported herein, the original findings on the identification of Captain Edward Reginald 
Clayton were made by researcher and author Norm Christie. The finding is reported on page 
198 of “Sacred Places: Volume 1: Belgium". It is our belief that a formal report was not filed by 
Christie. 
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